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SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE CHARITY, &c. 


Ms. A. EGERTON, thinking it may be ſatisfactory to Perſons who have con- 
tributed towards the ſupport of the CHARITY for the REIIET of the FRENCH 
EuiGRANT LADIES and CHILDREN to be informed in what manner their Sub- 
ſcriptions have been applied, has cauſed the following Statement to be drawn up: 


On the ioth of May, 1796, a Mecting was held at Mr. EDpwWARDs's, Pall Mall, 
when a Committee was formed, and the Ladies reſolved to appoint Perſons 
to ſolicit Yearly Subſcriptions of Five Shillings and One Shilling trom Houſe 
to Houſe. By the Subſcriptions which have been collected ſince that time 
the Committee have been enabled to diſtribute the following ſums : 


To Widows of Quiberon, 16 in number, at 10l. each per L. s. d. 


annum — — — — * „ 
Expence of the School at Hammerſmith, conſiſting of go 
Girls, at 10l. each per annum - = - 300 © o 
For Sick and Lying-in, to April go,. 1797 - - 135 o 0 
Diſburſements for Clothes of all ſorts and Child-bed Linen 60 7 3 
Coals given away - - - - „ 
16. 622 11 3 
Number of Perſons relieved by this Charity: 
Sick and lying- in Women — — - „ 
Widows of Quiberon - - - - - — 16 
Girls at ſehool ,, - > - - - - 30 


* 


* * : | Total 
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Mrs. A. EctRTON begs leave to add, that, from March to July, 1796, ſhe was 
enabled by a private and liberal Subſcription, to the amount of Two Hundred Pounds 
to relieve One Hundred Families with Money, Clothing, and Coals ; by which the 
Ladies' Charity was not called on for relief till they were ſufficiently empowered 90 
afford it. The names of the diſtrefſed Female Emigrants are ſuppreſſed from mo- 
tives of delicacy ; but the number of perſons relieved are laid before the Public, 
Mrs. A. EGERTON, in the name of the Ladies of the Committee, begs leave to 
return thanks for the ſupport they have already received from the Public, and earneſtly 
ſolicit a continuation of it. 


The CommiTTEE think it proper to add, that they have received a donation from 
the French Princes who are reſident in England, and likewiſe from the French 
Nobility whoſe circumſtances would allow of their ſhewing their gratitude to this 
Inſtitution, for their unfortunate Countrywomen. 


AT a Meeting of the CommiTTEEt of Lapirs, for the RELIEF of Frexch 
EMmiGRanT Labits and FEMALE CHILDREN, held at Mr. LLOVD“s, 
Stationer, the Corner of Harley and New Cavendiſh Streets, Fune 7th, 1796, 


| ' PRESENT, 
The Hon. Miſs WALPOLE, Mrs. R. THORNTON, 
Hon. Mrs. A. EGERTON, Mrs. ANGERSTEIN, 
Mrs. CREWE, Miſs ANGERSTEIN, 


Miſs FRANCIS, 


RESOLVED, 


THAT the following Narrative be printed and preſented to ſuch 


Ladies, reſiding i in the Country, as may wiſh to take an active Part in pro- 


moting Subſcriptions : 4 
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A plain Narrative of Facts for the Information of fuch Ladies, 
at a Diſtance from the Capital, as may be deſirous of aſſiſting. 
this Committee in their preſent Undertaking. 


IN the Spring of the year 1795 a manuſcript paper, of which the following is a 
copy, made its appearance, and was circulated amongſt their acquaintance by the 
| perſons whoſe names were ſubſcribed to it: 


« TT having been reported that there were many Families of Emigrants from 
« France, living in and about St. George's Fields, in the extremeſt indigence and 
« dittreſs, and that a French Lady of Rank had actually periſhed in that neighbour- 
« hood through want, the perſons whoſe names are ſubjoined did, on Saturday the 
« 4th of this month, viſit ſeveral of thoſe unfortunate ſufferers, and do teſtify of 
their own perſonal knowledge, and from credible accounts collected on the ſpot, 
« the truth of the facts contained in the firſt nine articles of the annexed report. 
« The following twenty-ſeven caſes were verified at the ſame time by the moſt- 
authentic information. 
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(Signed) H. MounT-EDGECUMBE, 

© MouxT-EDGECUMBE, 

« F. A. CREWERE, 
h «© M. NucGenT BUCKINGHAM, 
April 7th, 1795. « WALKER KiNs, D. D.“ 


Theſe Caſes being too numerous to be here inſerted, the following have been 
ſeleted as a Specimen ef the Whole : 


I, 


Madame De L F——, having been prematurely brought to bed in Hol- 
land, from apprehenſion of being ſeized by the French, her child died, and ſhe 
* was ſeized with a fever in the brain, and has been raving mad ever ſince. She 
is now confined in St. Luke's Hoſpital, leaving her huſband and five children (the 
*« eldeſt not ſeven years old) in want of clothing and every neceſſary. 


Ne. 42, Pitt Street, St. George's Fields.” 
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II, 


«© Madame De D— died about ſix weeks ago of want, leaving a huſband unable 


to move from his bed, from a violent inflammation in both his legs, and three boy: q 
almoſt naked and ſickly in the extreme. Their wants are of the moſt preſling ; | 
« No. 18, Pitt Street, St. George's Fields.“ 6. 
III, ; 

« Madame P expects to lie-in in May; has nothing provided ſor herſolf 


or child, and is unable to purchaſe any neceſſaries: her health has been very bad | 1 
for ſome time paſt. By a penſion ſhe has hitherto received from the Elector of $ 
Saxony, through the hands of Count Bruhl, of near (go per annum, ſhe has been 

enabled to live comfortably ; but this is juſt ſtopped, without any reaſon having . 
been aſſigned. | K 


« Ne.29, Mild Street, Linceln's-Inn Fields.” 


IV. 


„in the laſt ſtage of a conſumption, unable to ſtand with- 
out ſupport. Her huſband received a ball in his thigh at the ſiege of Mentz, 
which could not be extracted, and which now prevents him from walking but 
with extreme difficulty, They appear particularly wretched and miſerable, 


« At Flemming's, Mod's Court, oppoſite the Pantheon.” 


V. 


« Madame La Comteſſe de B is in very great diſtreſs—her huſband old FE 
and infirm, and now confined to his room by a dropſy. Wine and ſtrong nourith- 4 
ment are recommended by the Phyſician, (who attends him gratis) but they are un- 
able to purchaſe either. 


« Ne. 2, Marſhal Street, St, George's Fields,” 


—— — r 


VI. 


« Madame de B — has five ſmall children, and is in want of every ſort of 
« linen for them, herſelf, and her huſband. The children are quite ragged, 


% No. 16, Pitt Street, St. George's Fields.“ 


« UnDER the impreſſions felt after viewing theſe affecting ſcenes of diſtreſs, in 
« which ſo many individuals of their own ſex and rank in life were involved, it was 
« agreed by the Ladies who had been preſent, in conjunction with ſeveral other 
« Perſons of Diſtinction, to ſet immediately on foot a Subſcription amongſt their 
© acquaintance for the relief of the unfortunate Sufferers, and alſo to recommend 
te their unhappy caſe to ſuch Ladies in the country as might be induced, by the 
« ſame motives of compaſſion, to intereſt themſelves in their behalf. 


In purſuance of this determination, and from a perſuaſion that the peculiar cir- 
« cumſtances of diſtreſs intended to be relieved cannot fail to excite your ſympathy, 
and that of every ENGLISHWOMAN),' your aſſiſtance is moſt reſpectfully deſired 
in ſoliciting (after whatever manner your benevolence and diſcretion may judge 


« beſt) ſuch donations as may be thought likely to prove ſufficient for the purpoſes 
“ intended.” | 


THE ſucceſs with which theſe applications were attended enabled the Ladies to 
give the UN TORTUNATE SUFFERERS ſome degree of preſent relief in Clothing, 
Food, and Medicine. Many Ladies in the country took an active part in ſoliciting 


( 10 ] 


donations, and from the towns of Bath, Norwich, Cheſter, and Wrexham, in par. 
ticular, as well as from other places, ſeveral valuable parcels of Linen, Calico, and 
Flannel, were received. 


At the beginning of the following Winter the condition of the FRENCH Eu, 
GRANTS in ENGLAND was found to be every day growing more and more deplorable. 
The Emigrations from Holland and ſeveral parts of Germany had conſiderably in- 
creaſed their numbers. The misfortunes of Quiberon had involved a great many 


families in the ſevereſt perſonal affliction. The means of ſubſiſtence which ſome of 


them poſſeſſed had been gradually worn out. The aſſiſtance they had derived from 
their fellow ſufferers, the Emigrant Clergy of France, who ſhared with them their 
{mall allowance from Government, at a moment when the enhanced price of every 
neceſſary of life had reduced them to the utmoſt extremity of want, had ceaſed, in 
conſequence of the arrear in which thoſe payments had fallen. And here it is but 
Juſtice to add, that the dreadful conſequences which might otherwiſe have followed 
were, in many inſtances, prevented by the benevolence and generoſity of our own 
Tradeſmen, and other perſons with whom theſe unfortunate ſtrangers became acci- 
dentally connected, who not only gave them credit for the neceſſaries they wanted, 
but actually ſhared with them the very morſel they had provided for the ſuſtenance of 
their own families, 


At the ſame time the diſtreſſes of our own poor, and many ill-founded and preju- 
dicial reports which were ſpread abroad reſpecting the Emigrants from France, re— 


quired ſome caution and great perſeverance in the endeavours which were made to 
intereſt the Public in their behalf. 


Such were the difficulties with which the Ladies had to contend ; but they were 


not diſcouraged. Donations in money were again ſolicited and obtained; and a ver) 


large quantity of wearing apparel and materials for making more were alſo contti— 
buted. 


Hitherto relief had been adminiſtered to the Indigent, the Sick, the Aged, and the 
Infirm of both Sexes indiſcriminately, according to the exigence of each particular 
Caſe ; and every poſlible exertion was made to diſcover and relieve their diſtrefs in 
us obſcureſt retreats. But the multiplicity of the demands ſoon exceeded the amoun 
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of the fund, and it was found neceſſary to limit its diſtribution. Accordingly, at a 
Meeting held at the Biſhop of St. Po. De Leow's, in the month of March, it 
was agreed, by a great number of Ladies then preſent, that they ſhould, in future, 
confine themſelves to the Relief of their own ſex only, and the encloſed Plan of a 
Subſcription for that purpoſe was then drawn up and approved. 


As, however, a Plan of this nature muſt neceſſarily take ſome time to arrange, 
aud much more before it can poſſibly be carried into effect, and as it was in the mean 
time abſolutely neceſſary to guard, as far as it was poſſible, againſt the return of 
{imilar ſcenes of diſtreſs to thoſe which the Ladies had already witneſſed, The Hon. 
Mrs. A. EGERTON, and other Ladies exerted themſelves in ſupport of theſe unfor- 
tunate people, and amongſt their own private connections raiſed a ſum ſufficient to an- 
{wer the purpoſe of the moment. The mode of relief which the Ladies adopted, was 
to ſupply all thoſe perſons who were found to be objects of this Charity, with bedding 
and clothing, and alſo with money, whenever this was found neceſſary, either from 
ſickneſs or any other cauſe, The reſearch was attended with much perſonal labour 
and fatigue to themſelves, and the Committee are now enabled, by the information 
they have received, to {tate both the number and deſcription of the perſons intended 
to be relieved, and of the probable Annual Expence which will attend the ſame. 


The Firſt Claſs conſiſts of the Widows of Quiberon. Theſe are about thirty in 
number, and it is propoſed to allow them £10 a year each. 


The Second Claſs conſiſts of Female Children, between the ages of ſix and four- 
teen years. It is computed that there are about one hundred and fifty of this de- 
ſcription, and it is propoſed to educate them in ſuch a manner as may beſt enable 
them to become uſeful members of ſocicty. This expence, in addition to the allow- 
ance from Government, it is conceived, will not exceed 10 a year each. 


The Third Claſs will compriſe the Sick, the Aged, and the Infirm, Women 
lying-in, and Children under Six Years of Age. The numbers of this Claſs will 


neceſſarily vary, and the relief to be extended muſt depend upon the amount of the 


Subſcription, But it is conceived, that about Six or Seven Hundred Pounds a Vear, 
may in general be ſufficient to anſwer theſe purpoſes. 
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The whole of the Annual Expences will conſequently amount to about (2 1 
Year, a ſum which, it is hoped, may be raiſed without much difficulty, in the man- 


ner propoſed, if it ſhould be ſo fortunate as to meet with the general Support of the 
LADIES OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


The ſums to be ſubſcribed are made ſmall, with a view to prevent this Subſcrip. 
tion from interfering with the ordinary exerciſe of Charity towards our own poor, 
as they may be ſaved by a ſmall retrenchment in any unneceſſary Article of Luxury. 5 
It has been thought proper to limit the Subſcriptions to Seven Shillings from any one 
family; and the ſmalleſt donations will be thankfully received. | 


The MINUTES of the PROCEEDINGS of the COMMITTEE lie at Mr. : 
LLoyp's, Stationer, the Corner of Harley and New Cavendiſh Streets; to which all 5 
Perſons are at liberty to refer for any further Particulars relative to this Charity. 
Subſcriptions are alſo there received and regiſtered. 


The Committee, which is open to all Subſcribers, meets every Tueſday at Two 
o'clock, P. M. The Select Committee, authoriſed to act for the whole, is com- 
poled of 


The Right Honourable Lady MARY CHURCHILL, 


Honourable Mrs. A. EGERTON, Mrs. LOCKE, 
Miſs FRANCIS, _ Miſs ANGERSTEIN. 


In the Cities of London and Weſtminſter Collectors have been appointed, who 
carry from houſe to houſe Subſcription Books, authenticated by ſignatures in the 
hand-writing of the Members of the Committee, and who receive One Shilling in 
the Pound for the money collected by them. The ſame plan may be adopted for 
other cities and towns; and it is recommended to every Lady to whom this book is 
ſent, reſiding in or near ſuch cities and towns, to procure four of her own acquaint- 
ance to act with and aſſiſt her in the laborious parts of this undertaking. Subſcrip- 
tions may by this means be more extenſively ſolicited, and the money collected by the 
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